Ectopic liver and hepatocarcinogenesis: report of three cases with four years' follow-up.
Hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC) may arise in ectopic livers, which are autonomous islands of normal liver parenchyma located in the abdomen or thorax. The majority of HCCs in ectopic livers are reported in oriental patients. We describe here three new cases of HCC in Caucasian patients. The clinical presentation varied from dull epigastric pain in one patient, to abrupt onset with signs and symptoms of acute abdomen caused by intra-abdominal bleeding in another patient, to an unexplained progressive increase of alpha-fetoprotein serum levels in a third patient. None had risk factors for HCC or liver disease. One of the patients developed HCC at age 34 years; she is the youngest patient ever described to develop HCC in ectopic liver. Our data further strengthen the hypothesis that ectopic livers are particularly predisposed to developing HCC. The patients were followed up for 4 years after surgery: two remain free of disease, suggesting that the unique localisation and growth pattern may render these tumours particularly susceptible to curative resection.